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Senate Bill 5

Two opposing
points of view.
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Rev.Jesse Jackson
champions renewed
''War on Poverty''
BY JAMES RHEA, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The Reverend Jesse Jackson received a standing ovation before addressing nearly
500 people Monday, October 3, at the Vern Riffe Center for the Arts as part of his
''War on Poverty'' tour.
PHOTO BY BIANCA GREEN

International
students call
Shawnee State
home
Famous quotes:

"I think of a hero as
someone who
understands the degree
of responsibility that
comes with his freedom."
BOB DYLAN

Banned
Books
Week

warns of
censorship
dangers

Jackson came to SSU with the message of ending malnutrition
and hunger in America, ending poveny, and inspiring the people
of this area to make their voices heard beyond the hills of Appalachia and to take their hopes and minds to the voting booths.
"Those who have money get attention. Those who have lol>byisls get attention. Those who vote get attention," Jackson said,
"You have the power to change your situation."
A press conference was held in the University Center about
an hour before bis speech. Jackson fielded questions regarding
unemployment, education, social programs, bis stance on poveny
and malnutrition in Appalachia, and whether the War on Poverty
initiated by fonner US President, Lyndon B. Johnson, has failed.
As a few students debated Jackson on bis message before he
replied, "Education is an investment. You build a road for the

economy not for profit," be said, "Everybody here is on government subsidy, every teacher, every student."
"Appalachia is arguably the hean of America, with the ricl>est soil and the poorest people. When the foundation moves,
everything moves," said Jackson, adding that "few votes and no
money equals little attention, we have the numbers to determine
. our destiny.,,
Rev. Jackson is CUifflltly appealing for a White House Commission to address poverty and malnutrition. He has made it his
personal goal to "reignite the War on Poveny." He has given a
number of recent speeches at universities throughout Appalachian
America, including Ohio University in Athens - the same place
where President Johnson gave a speech when he first declared the
War on Poveny back in 1964.
CONTINUED PAGE 3

SSU Day of Action

BYJAMESRHEA,ASSOCIATEEDITOR

As the fight to repeal Senate Bill 5 (SB 5), also known as Issue 2 on this election year's ballot
in November, continues, some local educators and public employees in Portsmouth are taking
their efforts a step further. On September 25th, political action committee We Are Ohio, hosted
yet another event in an effort to spread awareness about the potential effects of SB 5 on working families, the middle class, community safety, and Ohio's economy.
The event was held at the IBEW (International Brotherliood of
Electrical Worlcers) Local 575 building on Offnere Street in Portsmouth.

In attendance, were several SSU staff members including
Professor of Geology, Jeff Bower, who has been a member of
the Shawnee Education Association for 25 years. "If SB 5 passes,
fairness in tenns of salary and benefits will deteriorate. It is sad
that, as public employees, we have become a target of a national
movement" said Bower.
According to We Are Ohio Field Organizer Justin Miller, SSU
Day of Action was organi7.ed to collect volunteers to help the
campaign. Supporters at the event received walk packets for door

to door campaigning. The walk packets included informative
pamphlets regarding SB 5/lssue 2, as well as supporter cards. The
volunteers who attended are currently utilizing the walk packets
to spread awareness of SB 5/ Issue 2 and to record the statistics of
supporters and non-supporters that they encounter.
For those who are unaware of SB 5, it was passed by the new
Republican controlled Ohio legislature earlier this year shortly after
Gov. Kasich took office in Columbus. In the wake of the bill an
organized effort was made, most notably by We Are Ohio, as well
as union supporters, worldng and middle class families, and public
workers, like fireman, polic:e officers, and teachers all over the state
CONTINUED PAGE 12
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Banned Books
Week2011

BY JOSH GARRETT
STAFF REPORTER

Many professionals and other
citizens still see the value of
books and the free flow of
information, but others have
compiled lists of books they
find objectionable.

PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

Shawnee State University's Clark Memorial
Library (CML) observes Banned Books
Week, an annual event sponsored prominently by the American Library Association
(ALA) and celebrated this year, September
24 through October 1. But SSU's library
has kept its displays up even after the week
was over as part of their effort to bring
awareness to the dangers of censorship.
The CML displays celebrating the annual event include an
exhibition of prominent books that have been banned or challenged, which have been placed at several locations along the
tops of shelves on the main lloor of the library.
Mary Cummings, Reference Librarian for the CML, said,
"The books that are on display represent a sample of the works
that have been and are being challenged in libraries and classrooms around the country. "
Including religious texts such as the Bible and the Koran,
Cummings said their display contains "non-fiction titles offering information on topics such as evolution, politics, and birth
control; and fiction that examines controversial or painful issues
such as the death of a child (Bridge to Terabithia) or slavery and
its legacy of (Huck Finn, To Kill a Mockingbird), have all been
targets of those who desire to see the world through rose-colored
glasses to suppress alternative points of view."
According to the ALA website, the Banned Books Week
event celebrates "the freedom to read and the importance of
the First Amendment." Observed annually across the country
during the last week of September, the ALA says the importance of Banned Books Week is that it "highlights the benefits
of free and open access to information while drawing attention
to the harms of censorship by spotlighting actual or attempted
bannings of books across the United States."
Banned Books Week was established by the late, Judith

Krug, in 1982. Krug, who was a trained librarian and worked
as the director of the ALA's Office for Intellectual Freedom,
made it her life's work defending the freedom to read and access information from the dangers of censorship.
The celebration of Banned Books week is not important because it honors a tradition or a particular event in our history,
but rather it spreads awareness. Banning books in America is
not just something that has happened in the past, but is something that is ongoing today.
According to Connie Salyers Stoner, Director of the Clark
Memorial Library (CML ), and ALA member, books are banned
and challenged in a variety of ways today, most notably by
community members and members of particular organizations
that put pressure on their local libraries.
One of the most prominent proponents of banning or challenging certain books would be religious organizations. One
of the more recent instances would be in 2001 when a group
claimed that the Lord o( the Rings nilogy was satanic and promoted witchcraft, prompting a burning of those books outside
Christ Community Church in Alamogordo, New Mexico.
Stoner stated "People have different ideologies. Different
communities, be it religious or political, try to protect children
from material they find unacceptable."
When the first Harry Potter book was published it was met
with similar oppositioIL Catcher in the Rye has been challenged or
banned since its publication in 1951; and between 1961 and 1982
it was one of the most cmsored books in U.S. libraries. One of the
most prevalent objections to it was the use of "vulgar" language.
Stoner said books are challenged and banned by "regular
people who don't want their kids to have access to books in
their public library." Stoner said also, that those who challenge
books and keep them out of their libraries can be library directors, the board of trustees, and even library staff who inlluence
what books are ordered and kept.
The ALA has published a Library Bill of Rights that is displayed in the CML behind the circulation counter that Stoner
says every CML employee must read. This document declares
standards of the library and the rights of its users to intellectual
freedom that every employee is expected to respect.

Crushing the rape myth
BY HEATHER CLIFTON
STAFF REPORTER

Christina Baker Jones presents some
common misconceptions about rape.

"A woman's clothing should not be blamed for why a woman is attacked," said Christina Baker Jones, a senior at SSU
who gave a presentation Thursday, September 29, about the
myth that a woman's clothing invites sexual violence.
Rape, unlike what people believe, is not a crime of spontaneous passion, but is a crime
that is about control and dominance. Jones reported 80o/o of victims know their attacker in
some way, either it's a close friend or a stranger with whom they have had some contact
with. "Studies show that 8 out of 10 attackers are not strangers," said Jones.
Jones referenced a srnvey taken by convicts in jail, who were convicted of some form
of attack, that said they take as much time as they want to plan the perfect attack. Some
cases of reported rape, are even from a man that makes you believe you're in a relationship, sets you up to say no to sex, then take it because it's an act of dominance said Jones.
Victims of rape are picked out by attackers for certain reasons. One is because they
are alone at the time, or are known to leave parties and events alone a lot. Women who
are in a distressed emotional state at the time are also sought out.

This bill of rights is important because, librarians must make
decisions about what books they collect. At the CML Stoner
said, "Our goal is to support the academic programs, and we
collect content that we know students want to have access to,
based on what they are studying."
Stoner said she has pursued intellectual freedom in libraries
her entire career. Her first professional library job was as the
school librarian at a private Catholic high school in Kettering
Ohio. One book she ordered for the library was Go Ask Alice.
Stoner said, "Controversial at the time, it was the mid 70s, and
it had been banned in some cities. I thought they needed to be
exposed to controversial literature."
The books featured on the ALA's list of banned books this
year celebrate those books that have been challenged and targets of complete banning, but are now celebrated pieces of
literature thanks to the efforts of librarians, teachers, books
sellers, and community members to keep them in libraries.
Some of books on the list include classics like the Autobiog.
raphy of Benjamin Franklin and the Lord of the Rings trilogy by
J.RR. Tolkien to more contemporary titles such as Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland and Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451.
It is important to SSU's most prominent literary professors
to keep an open mind when teaching books in their classes that
have been banned in the past.
Dr. Janet Holtman, Assistant Professor in the English
Department, who teaches American Literature, said, when
teaching her classes "the list of banned books is meant to bring
attention to potentially offensive material." But, Holtman said
the matter of a banned books list does not impact her book
selection for her classes as she teaches the history of them, it
would only affect the way she introduces those books to her
class, bringing up that the book had been challenged or outright banned in certain areas.
Dr. Mark Mirabello, Professor of History, said history's
most damaging examples of banned books are those "that
can lead to the death or imprisonment of the author. To me,
a banned book is one that seriously jeopardizes the prevailing
world view of the status quo."

In a survey given to police officers, that shows two different pictures of women, one
a modestly dressed woman, the other a sexy cleavage-showing woman, officers are
asked which woman would you believe was raped if they came to you saying they were.
Nearly 80% of the officers said the modestly dressed one. While looking for statistics
on rape Jones found that it was more likely for "Sexual violence to happen, and be
more violent, in cultures were women are covered up head to toe compared to those
of nudist cultures," Jones reported.
After an attack is reported police officers ask the victims "Two stupid Questions,"
Jones said. "Did you feel safe in your clothes? And how were you wearing your hair,"
Jones said. Why the hair question? "It's an implication of blame. It implies whether
you're a good girl or bad girl," Jones said. This comes from the GAP perception.
The GAP perception is the gap between a male's idea of why women dress up and a
woman's idea. Women are asked these two questions even though the law says they
can't be used in court. Officers defend these questions, saying that it is a physical
description of the victim.
Jones first began this project for her senior seminar class. Jones chose to crush the
rape myth for a couple of reasons. One reason being, the Lara Logan story which aired
on TY, "when she said I was not to blame I was dressed modestly, it just struck me
that should not even be an issue," said Jones. The other reasons are that sexism hurts
everyone and that 1 in 3 women will be sexually harassed, molested or raped in their
life
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For international students, being away from home can be challenging however, for (clockwise from top left)
El Mehdi Rahoui, Maria Sanz Taus, Sara Alberich Sanz and Marina Garcia Marcos, Shawnee feels like home.

''International students are NOT
facing culture shock''
BY LUSINE TOVMASYAN
STAFF REPORTER

For international students, being away from home
can be challenging, however, for El Mehdi Rahoui,
from Morocco, and Marina Garcia Marcos, Maria
Sanz Taus, and Sara Alberich Sanz from Spain,
Shawnee State University feels like home.
"I didn't have culture shock. I watch serials and 1V shows very often,
and I know a lot of things about American culture. We also listen to American music a lot in Spain, so it's not that different," Marcos said.
They have traveled a lot which may be another reason that it's hard to
surprise them with anything new. However, the hardest adjustment international students have to make is the food. "The time to eat is also different
from Spain. But I still have lunch and dinner in my time," Marcos said.
Most of them cook on their own and still enjoy the food from their
countries every day. Many students critique American food and how it is
different from their national dishes, but these four international students
love American pizza, hotdogs, and burgers.
"The only thing that I don't like about the food here is that they put a
lot of sugar in the sweets and they have different colors which is too artificial," Taus said.
For Rahoui, the biggest challenge is that he has to do everything by
himself. "I have to clean the house, do the laundry which I've never done
before," Rahoui said.
Another difference for them is the academic system in America.
"There's too much homework to do and we don't have much free time.
Attendance is compulsory which is good because you learn more progressively and it's good for your grades," Sarah Sanz said.
"I enjoy the classes. The professors here are more friendly, open and
always ready to help if the students have any questions," Rahoui said.
"Before coming here people told us that there would be nothing to do in
Portsmouth, we would be isolated from civilization, like in the middle of

nothing, but it's not. You can see random people waving at you. You may
not know them but they say 'hello' as if they're your friends. I've never
imagined that it would be like this. I don't want to leave," Marcos said.
'The landscape here is more beautiful than the place I live in Spain." Sanz says.
International students enjoy spending time at the Ohio River, James
A. Rhodes Athletic Center, joining various clubs and organizations, taking part in different social activities, and donating time doing community
service at events like the Pantry Garden.
"I've never collected tomatoes and com before which is very unusual
because in Spain people rarely do volunteer work," Marcos said.
Taus thinks that being an international student has a lot of benefits.
"You learn the language, you meet a lot of people, and you make friends
as if they are your family. It's great to be an international student. Even
if people don't know yoli they think you're awesome just because you're
different. They even try to speak your language," Maria Taus said.
The experiences they take home with them are different. For some of
the international students being in the U.S. has affected their personality,
they became more open into knowing new people, others became more
independent, made a lot of new friends and experienced a totally new culture. "I'm starting to think about myself and by myself, live my own life
and rely only on myself," Marcos said.
Each of them has their own plans what to do and where to go next.
Marcos is going to celebrate her birthday with her family, Sanz is going to
make Pastissetes- a typical dish in Valencia community, Rahoui and Taus
are going to visit their friends and family and tell them about their experience in the U.S.
"I'll tell my friends that people here are more open-minded and friendly
than I expected. The lifestyle is different here. I like that people in America
work, for example, until six or seven o'clock; and after that they have
more time for their friends and family," Sanz said.
Taus is going to tell her friends that not everybody in the U.S. wears
cowboy boots and hats and life here is not like we see in the movies. "I am
going to encourage people to come to America," Marcos said.

Spanish professor
at SSU published in
two new books
BY UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

Every year, Shawnee State University
Spanish Professor Julia Coll, Ph.D., presents papers at conferences and she has had
numerous articles published in books, literary journals and magazines.

Julia Coll, Ph.D.

PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

More than two dozen books, journals and magazines line her
bookshelves that contain the essays and articles she has written
and had published over the years. This year, Coll is published
in two books. Inspired by Isabel Allende, author of "La casa de
los espiritus," Coll wrote and presented a paper, "Reflections

PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

Rev. Jesse Jackson visits SSU
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"Poverty must be addressed with a federal effort reminiscent of President Lyndon B. Johnson's ''war" on the problem in
the 1960s," said Rev. Jackson at a press conference preceding
his much anticipated speech at the VRCFA.
"Appalachia has hard-working poor people, who are so underrepresented, and I think it is ground zero for launching a
new effort,'' Jackson said at the press conference.
The two-time presidential candidate is founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, an international social
change organization. He has pointed to recently released census statistics showing the ranks of the nation's poor have
swelled to a record 46.2 million - nearly 1 in 6 Americans.
"We should be having hearings in Congress on poverty,
whether it's in Appalachia or uroan America. The Government
has a role to play to trigger economic stimulation. We have the
capacity now to end malnutrition in this country," said Jackson.
Jackson recently told the Boston Herald that he would contact every level of government in his campaign, but that right
now "we are starting with the people."
"The people of Appalachia have two big challenges; one is
to not adjust to poverty. The people of this region can determine the next president, can determine the next governor. If
people vote their hopes and not their fears, they can change the
world," Jackson said.
"It's time for a march," said Jackson at the closing of his
speech, as he informed the crowd at his rally that he was planning a "major march" in the area.
"You tell me that if thousands of us were to march on this
bridge over here, that wouldn't draw some attention. We have
the power and the voice to make a difference."

of Teaching Women's Literature in Latin America," at the
Doctor's Association of Spanish Professionals in America Inc.
(ALDEEU) conference in Avila, Spain, published in the book,
"Avila: Cuna de la mistica," in 2011.
ALDEEU was created in 1980 and brings together Spanish higher education professionals in the United States and
professional "friends of Spain" dedicated to all branches of
knowledge. In 2010, Coll presented at the 23rd Annual Pennsylvania Foreign Language Conference in Pittsburg, Penn.
Her paper, "The objects and the voices of the memory to reconstruct the past and understand the present in Oriana," was
chosen to be published in a new book, "Rondas Literarias de
Pittsburg 2010," just released in September. Coll presented a
new essay at the Pennsylvania Foreign Language Conference
in September,
"The Inheritance as a Central Theme in Contemporary Cuba
Film and Literature," about a book, "La Perla de Cubagua (The
Pearl of Cuba)" and the film "El Cuemo de la Abundancia."
"It is a very interesting story," Coll said. "The history part is real
and some of the characters are fictional. There are so many stories intertwined and it is really funny- but the ending is sad."
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"I love when international
students come and see my
world through their eyes"
BY LUSINE TOVMASYAN
STAFF REPORTER

"I bring the world to Shawnee and I sent Shawnee
out to the world ," this is how Rita Haider, Director
of SSU's Center for International Programs and
Activities (CIPA), describes her job.
Haider has traveled a lot and studied abroad as an widergraduate student so she knows quite well the benefits of being an international student:
"You learn a lot about yourself, you become stronger, you have friends
from around the world and this experience expands your worldview and
you have greater global awareness.
"We don't have a lot of diversity in Portsmouth so people are more
inquisitive and they really want to get to know international students,"
Haider said. She also provides the international students with the bike

PROVIDED PHOTO

Rita Haider, director of SSU's Center for

lending program, the international mentor program, and with a friendship
family to keep them from being homesick.
"I try to make this building a place where you can come and use the
computer or Skype home. I love when international students come and see
my world through their eyes," Haider said.
This fall CIPA is planning to organize a lot of activities, including an
apple picking day in October, the International Film Festival in January, Fall
Hike at Shawnee Forest, Hike Raven Rock, and The Sorghum Festival.
"We're coordinating a football game with Portsmouth High School, and
our plan is to bring some of the football players and explain the game, and
that evening everybody will go to that football game together," Haider said.
"We'll have International Week in November and we'll do 'Meet and
Greet' that week. There are activities for all week long from Monday to Friday. We hope to have Poetry Reading Day and Passport Day. Also, every day
that week there will be an e-mail that goes out with different words in all the
languages spoken by our international students. There's a group from SSU
that went to China to perform, and I'm hoping they'll also perfmm that week;
and students that have studied abroad will have presentations," Rita Si!id
Another way Rita connects international students and the Portsmouth CommWlity is through the monthly International Meal. "Our students that come
from various countries send their recipes, and Sodexo prepares the meal."

International Programs and Activities, gives
SSU's mascot a warm welcome.
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SO/SO gets A

"50/50 blends
hopeful, uplifting,
yet down to
earth authentic
story with
entertaining
hilarity."

50/50 is serious comedy with
emotional depth and hilarity to
spare. Making a comedy about having cancer seems to be a tall order,
AALMREVfEW
BY ADAM
but screenwriter Will Reiser, drawPHILLIPS
ing off of his real life experiences,
handles the task with dignity and
care, as do the cast who deliver
solid performances throughout. Seth Rogen gives
one of his best comedic performances and Joseph
Gordon-Levitt absolutely nails the shocked cynicism of man who has just been told he has a 50/50
percent chance of living.
The movie begins with Levitt's character Adam being diagnosed with
a rare type of spinal cancer. His doctor advises him to take chemotherapy
to shrink the tumor so that it can be operated on. Levitt is understandably
numbed by the news.
He is a healthy young man committed to his career and his girlfriend
Rachael, played by Bryce Dallas Howard, and the cancer puts an abrupt
halt on his life. Adam's best friend Kyle, played by Seth Rogen, has spent
his youth avoiding responsibility and committed relationships and the
news of Adam's serious health problems does not inspire much empathy.
In fact Kyle does not seem very worried for Adam's health at all, maintaining that Adam will be fine and that he will beat the cancer. Kyle is
more concerned with using Adam's condition to pick up women than he is
genuinely concerned for his friend's health.
Adam has several new people enter his life as he begins his battle with
cancer, including an old man named Alan who is battling cancer himself,
played sensationally by Philip Baker Hall, and a grief counselor played by
the very sweet Anna Kendrick who is building quite a resume of strong
supporting performances. As Adam's condition progresses, he struggles to
cope with his ailing health, as those around him struggle to keep positive
while facing the very real possibility that Adam will die.
Screenwriter Will Reiser, whose real-life relationship with Seth Rogen
inspired the story, composes a symphony of a screenplay with 50/50, producing a story that is both hilarious and permeated with emotional depth. He
hits all the right emotional chords and in the process has helped produce the
most honest portrayal of a cancer story that I have ever seen. The movie
never shies away from the emotional toll that cancer can inflict, but it also
never lets it take anything away from the comedic parts of the film.
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50/50
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DIRECTED BY:JONATHAN LEVINE
WRITIEN BY: WILL REISER
STARRING: SETH ROG EN AND JOSEPH GORDON-LEVITI

Reiser's effort is aided by the outstanding performances of Levitt and Rogen who work extremely well together. Levitt is able to give the story great
emotional depth and Rogen is able to keep this emotional film grounded;
both parts are needed to make this movie work and they both perform their
duties to perfection. Levitt's performance is particularly good. Levitt has
made a career of playing in roles seemingly out of his depth yet he always
manages to amaze. The same is true of his performance in 50/50. This role
in the hands of a lesser actor could have been far less affective but Levitt
is able to take his character to an emotional climax which might very well
score him an Oscar nomination; he is that good.
The director of the film, Jonathan Levine, is able to give Levitt and Rogen
the freedom to be very good, like in the one-take scene where Levitt's character shaves his head in anticipation of his chemotherapy; that was all Levitt
and Rogen. -ultimately though, this is Levitt's and Rogen's, and Reiser's
show; and together they have made a film which is both hopeful and uplifting, and very entertaining, which is a hard combination to capture.

Review of "The King of
Limbs" by Radiohead

ANALBUMREVIEWBY . .LLIAMUALZER

Something for the diehard fans to get excited about
and something the casual Radiohead listener can enjoy.

Although "The King of Limbs" by Radiohead came
out in late February earlier this year many people
are just now hearing about its release. If you are
a diehard Radiohead fan you probably have been
chilling to this album for a couple months and are
already patiently awaiting the release of their upcoming album "TKOL RMX 1234567" which is
slated to be released on October 11th, 2011. For
those of us that were oblivious to all this and the
sudden wave of promotion have caught our attention, this album is definitely worth buying!
At first I felt really bad for not noticing that one of the bestselling and inoovative bands in the last twenty years had released a new album but when Guy
Raz of NPR sat down to talk with the guys I realized I wasn't the only one who
missed it. Guitarist for the band Ed O'Brien and singer Thom York said this to
Guy in response to the question of why there was such little fanfare with their
last album; ''We didn't feel like it. .. we didn't want to explain it." Radiohead
released this album entirely on their own; there was no concert or inteIViews
promoting the album. I personally was first made aware of the album when

"The Colbert Report'' aired an hour long episode featuring Radiohead Sept.

26, 2011; and I strongly recommend everyone to check it out online.
Now that we got the back story down, let's get to the album! I am honestly not a huge Radiohead fan, I don't hate them it's just I find them as
more of a mood band (when the mood hits me.) I also feel like putting a
letter grade on an album is ridiculous; we all have different tastes in music,
ergo ratings are flawed. If you like Radiohead, buy it; if you are a fan of
Alternative Rock it is a must have for the collection. I don't think this is an
album that will bridge the divide between the Rock and Bluegrass scenes,
so if you prefer a banjo over a Gibson SG this might not be an album for
you. I will say that although there are some great songs on this album, it
is an album in the truest since. To fully grasp and appreciate Radiohead's
new work you need to buy this album and listen to it in its entirety.
Radiohead I feel channels other great "album" writers like Pink Floyd,
The Beatles, and Bob Dylan. I have a greater respect for bands that write
great albums as opposed to those that write a couple good songs and put a
bunch of filler on an album. "The King of Limbs" is filler free, very eclectic, innovating to listen to, and a great album to chill too. In the movie Th~
Big Lebowski, "The Dude" got high listening to whale songs; if they made
that movie tomorrow he would be listening to this album!
• NPR Piece: http://www.npr.org/2011/10/06/141093025/
radiohead-everything-in-its-right-place
• Colbert Report: http://www.colbertnation.com/full-episodes/
mon-september-26-2011-radiohead
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'We want our troops
brought home now;
we want them out
of harm's way."
Letter to the Editor
SUBMITTED BY: ERIC P. O'NEIL

As of today, October 7th, the U.S.

has been at war in Afghanistan
for 10 years, the longest war in
our history. Over 6,000 U.S.
soldiers have died, over 44, 000
have been maimed, and hundreds
of thousands of civilians have
been killed in these latest U.S.
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

As a member of Scioto Peace & Justice I
have been demonstrating against these wars
every month outside the office of Congresswoman Jean · Schmidt in Portsmouth. This
coming Monday, October 17, at 7:30 pm we
will co-sponsor a public forum on Afghanistan at Shawnee State University (in the Clark
Memorial Library, Room 205) at 7:30 pm. The
guest speaker at this free and open-to-the-public forum will be Mike Ferner, representing the
national organization, Veterans for Peace.
To those who say that by demanding an
end to the war in Afghanistan we undercut our
troops, we reply that the opposite is true. We
want our troops brought home now; we want
them out of banns way. We recognize that the
so-called "surge" of 30,000 additional troops in
2010 in Afghanistan failed to stop increases in
civilian casualties, troop deaths, and deepening
conuption by the Kanai government This year

has been the deadliest of all for U.S. soldiers and
civilians-and for what? The security situation
in Afghanistan continues its downward spiral
and is now at its lowest point in 10 years. In this
time of economic recession/depression, we are
spending $10 billion a month to carry out this
war against Afghanistan.
Afghanistan has long been called the burial
ground of empires because no foreign superpower has ever been able to win its wars against
the Afghan people. Now, our war against Afghanistan is spilling over into Pakistan, a
nuclear-armed nation, and our relationships
with many other countries are jeopardized.
As ordinary people who are footing the bill
for this war in dollars, lives, and reputation, I
urge you to weigh in on this critical issue. Come
to the forum October 17th at SSU, 7:30pm at
the Clark Memorial Library, Ponsmouth.

Invest more in working and
middle class peo . le than in ·
corporations an .millionaires
Much of the current political debates in this country and in Ohio
surrounding recent legislation,
presidential politics, and the spring
of activism movements, has not
been divided just along party lines,
Democratic and Republican, but
most conspicuously between classes, and most starkly between the
richest Americans and the poorest,
while also chipping away at the
middle class and creating a bigger
gap between the highest income
earners and the lowest.
This stark divide and ever hostile dissent in the
political discourse, and even at the negotiating table
of our most powerful politicians at all levels of government is demonstrated with debates like, those
who want to renew the "Bush tax cuts" and not renew the payroll tax cut, wide sweeping legislation
in states across the nation refonning voting laws to
make it harder to vote as well as legislation to limit
collective bargaining for public workers, and even
here at Shawnee State University when The Reverend Jesse Jackson's message of morality, humanity,
education, ending poverty in America, voting your
mind, and student action is debated at a press conference with questions from spectators, and some
being far off any relevant topic.

But the only way to dose this gap and enforce
more fair treatment for the majority of Americans is
to stand against it and resoW1d the voice of the oppressed. Recently, the Occupy Wall Street Movement
has taken New York City in an ongoing demonstration of independence; and as it gamers more powerful
organized groups and efforts, it is spreading to other
cities and campuses across the nation.
Even though the tenn "tax cuts" on its own markets well in public opinion, when President Bush
passed his tax cuts Gust as soon as he could after
taking office) he propagandized it by promoting the
fact that it increased the child tax credit, and increased the standard deduction for married couples.
However, a nonpartisan congressional study in
2007 unveiled a much less populace truth about the
Bush tax cuts.
Families earning more than a million dollars a
year saw their federal tax rates drop more steeply
than any other group in the country. No matter how
you spin it, no one was benefitting more from President Bush's tax cuts than the wealthiest Americans
in the country; and that is not simply because they
had more money to gain, from even an equitable
tax break, but rather, the richest Americans were
receiving lower tax RPJ:'ES than any other group
in America. The Bush tax cuts literally ask every
other tax payer in America to pay a higher rate of
taxes than the wealthiest Americans.
The Congressional Budget Office who perfo!llled the nonpartisan study, according to The
New York Times, also showed that in 2004, tax
rates for middle income earners (the middle class)
actually rose, while tax rates for the highest income earners (the rich) continued to decline. The
Tunes added, in their article from 2007 covering

the congressional study, that as a direct result of the
wealthiest 1% of Americans' income climbing so
rapidly, "The gap between rich and poor has widened in the last several years."
The Bush tax cuts are in question again as
Republicans champion it and President Obama
presents his new American Jobs Act to the US Congress and directly to the people through speeches
at a Joint Session of Congress, a rally next to an
Ohio/Kentucky bridge, and national commercials
trumpeting, "Pass this bill!"
The main problem Republicans have with this legislation that they are so staunchly opposed to, is the
payroll tax cut that every working person in the United States would benefit from, including businesses,
or the "job creators". This tax cut would cut employee and employer payroll tax (Also known as FICA) in
half from 6.2% to 3.1%. As well, the Jobs Act would
completely eliminate the payroll tax for firms that
added new workers or increased their wages.
This tax cut in the American Jobs Act directly
benefits workers in jobs across the board-well-paying and minimum wage---and it benefits business
owners directly with the same benefit. As well, there
is incentive tax breaks for those businesses that hire
people or increase current workers' wages. So why
is this so opposed by Republicans in congress?
This tax break stands in stark contrast to the Bush
tax cuts that, even by supporters' own definition of
"trickle down" economics, seek to funnel tax moneys to the upper echelons of our society so that they
may be the deciders of who will benefit from the
investment I say, invest in people. People run the
government, while greed and solely the bottom line
runs corporations. I'd rather money "trickle down
from the fo!lller rather than the later. Why invest

in millionaires with the hope or insincere expectation that it will "trickle down" at some point to the
lowly wage workers of America?
The recent wave in 2011 of Republican controlled
states passing legislation restricting collective bargaining rights, and more recently, legislation that decrease
Americans' access to the ballot boxes, is another egregious way the most affluent Americans are widening
the gap bt.>tween them and the poorest Americans.
After a new Republican administration took over
in Ohio, and just after turning down a multimillion
dollar federal transportation grant to build high
speed rail that would have created thousands of jobs
and added innovative infrastructure to a struggling
economy in Ohio, Gov. Kasich began to pass these
highly controversial laws that overtly disenfranchise
much of the state's middle and working classes, and
that more sinisterly target poorer citizens in trying
to keep them away from the voting booths.
The state was in an uproar over the summer collecting signatures to repeal Senate Bill 5 (SB 5) and
their referendum was successful in getting on the
ballot for the November 8 elections known as Issue
2. A "No" vote is needed on Issue 2 to repeal SB 5.
In an interview for the "Rachel Maddow Show''
on MSNBC, US Senator Sherrod Brown of Ohio
said that signatures were collected for the referendum to repeal SB 5 "to the point that the Secretary
of State's Office, when these boxes of petitions were
brought in, had to bring a structural engineer in to
make sure the floor could support the weight of
these petitions. I mean that's what activism is. I've
never seen anything in my state where this many
people are upset, and this many people are engaged
in the political process who never were before."
Sen. Brown went on to call SB 5 and HB 194
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The Shawnee District AFL-CIO Council unites over 60 local unions and thousands
of working families across Southern Ohio to promote middle class values. We join
together as union members to make our voice heard on the job, in the legislature
and at the ballot box.We are factory workers and prison guards, steel workers and
school employees, electricians and educators, plumbers and plant workers,
municipal employees and many more.
You can find the Shawnee Labor Council at shawneeaflcio.org and on Facebook to
keep up to date with events and relevant articles about labor issues, including
SBS/lssue 2.
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Why Senate Bill 5 (Issue 2 on the November 8
Ballot) is Important To You, The SSU Student
Column

BY: BETH SHOEMAKER
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR, SHAWNEE LABOR COUNCIL, AFL-CIO

This year, the Ohio legislature passed and
Governor Kasich signed into law Senate
Bill 5, a bill that attacks our invaluable
public employees, including fire fighters,
police officers, public school teachers and
your very own Shawnee State University
faculty and staff.
If allowed to remain in force, Senate Bill 5 (Issue 2) will,
among many other misguided provisions, take away the right
to collectively bargain for public employees and will directly
impact your future as a Shawnee State University student and
your future as an employee and member of Ohio's community
after graduation.

Under Ohio law, enough valid petition signatures were collected and Senate Bill 5 has been put on hold, subject to a public
referendum or vote and will be on the November 8, 2011 ballot
as Issue 2.
As a Shawnee State University student, to repeal SB 5, you
can make a difference in several ways.
You can make sure that you are registered to vote. If you already
are, make sure that your infonnation is up-to-date and correct 1be
voter registration deadline is October 11, 2011.
You can volunteer in support of your university professors
and staff at one of the canvassing or phone banking events in
your area by contacting Beth at shawneeaflcio@yahoo.com.
You can \bte No on Issue 2 in November to Repeal Senate Bill
5. You can find out your voting precinct and voter status by going to
the following website: www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/electionslvoterlnfonnation/whereTo\\Jre.aspx

Here are the facts about Senate Bill 5 (SB 5):
• SB 5 (on the November 8 ballot as Issue 2) weakens collective bargaining rights for over 360,000 public employees,
including police officers, prison guards, fire fighters, public
school teachers, and your own university professors and staff.
The bill takes away the right to bargain for health care, retirement benefits and sick time.
• SB 5 makes our communities less safe. Police officers, fire
fighters, nurses, teachers and prison guards could lose their
ability to negotiate for safer working conditions, staffing
ratios, better equipment and, with teachers, class size. This
puts our communities and families at risk.
• SB 5 threatens the quality of our schools by prohibiting school
districts from negotiating with teachers for smaller class sizes.
It ties salaries to test scores, forcing teachers to fOOJS more on
t'esting than providing the best education for our children.
• SB 5 means layoffs, fines and jail time for striking workers. SB
5 bans all public employees from striking and establishes stiff
penalties if they do, including losing their job or facing steep
fines. In some cases, the striking worker can end up in jail.

''There is a widening gap between
the richest and the poorest citizens
in this country, and the middle
class is dwindling."
"un-Arnerican", adding, "This is something Republicans do ... make no mistake, that's what they're
doing state after state as you point out Rachel; they're
rolling back voting rights. They play these games
because Republicans sometimes win elections by
depressing tum out, and it's really un-Arnerican."
These wide sweeping kinds of legislation usually take much longer to deliberate and reform
before passing, but they have been pushed through
Republican controlled congresses in states all over
America, bent on strong-arming their laws through
with impunity.
Governor Kasich and the Ohio Legislature along
with multiple other states across the union are waging
an outrageous and coordinated attack on the middle
and working classes, and the poorest of citizens, and
stacking the deck for the wealthiest Americans.
As well, an even more sinister bill is being passed
through the Ohio legislature called HB 159, which
will require voters in Ohio to show a state photo ID
for them to cast a ballot.
According to Karen Justice, a lawyer in Portsmouth who serves on the board of directors for
the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union), it is
projected that 10-15 % of the electorate would not
have the right ID to vote if HB 159 passes. As well,
that part of the electorate which would not have the
correct ID to vote is disproportionately among the
poorest citizens as opposed to the wealthiest.

It is obvious that this bill is disenfranchising a
particular group of the citizenry in Ohio and serving to widen the gap even further between the rich
and the poor.
The Reverend Jesse Jackson visited Shawnee
State University Monday October 3, 2011 to hold
a rally that was part of his "War on Poverty" tour.
Jackson wants to continue what Lyndon Baines
Johnson began in 1964 at Ohio University in Athens.
Jackson came to Appalachia with this message
addressing poverty in America for the same reasons
Johnson did, because this is not only the heart of
America, but the heart of the problem of poverty
and the suffering poor. The people of Appalachia
have had a history of being disconnected from prosperity and exploited for it.
"Poverty and human needs in this area are a moral
imperative and measure of our character ... We must
finish the War on Poverty," Jackson said at the press
conference before the rally.
Talking about the Bush tax cuts and then bringing up the wars that President Bush involved
Americans' lives and tax dollars in , Jackson said,
"One trillion dol!drs in that war. .. what can a trillion
dollars do today?"

moral imperative but also to trigger growth.
"People want to work, but there needs to be the
proper investment to give them the opportunity."
As some students from the College Republicans
engaged in debating Jackson at the press conference, Jackson responded to them and reminded
everyone, students and faculty, that they were all
living off government investments our taxes provide. He said that without government we wouldn't
have the schools and universities tltat educate us, or
bridges, or even clean water, adding, "You! Now!
Going to school studying for your future; you are
toting off the government."
Along with this sentiment, Jackson told those in
attendance, "You here have the power to change the
situation ... those who have money get attention,
those who have lobbyists get attention, and those
who vote get attention. When you don't vote, your
none-vote becomes a vote for them.''
Jackson told students at the rally that, "The only thing
worse than oppression is adjusting to it."
The "job creators", or the rich and super rich argue that they can create jobs by reinvesting in their
businesses instead of paying taxes, that for every
dollar more they have to pay, that is just money not

to the people. Ideally for them, they distribute it to the
people of America in the form of minimum wage jobs.
Many wealthy Americans deplore welfare for
those who need it, but they have their hands out
collecting more tax dollars than anyone on welfare
ever received in a lifetime. The Republican base
who spread this rhetoric also calls the American Jobs
Act, "class warfare", but legislation Republicans
have coordinately pushed through in states all across
America demonstrate class warfare far more clearly.
The Occupy Wall Street Movement is those exploited citizens' response to this ever growing gap
in power and money.
"I support the rebellions on Wall Street. We must
end bank abuse and end poverty in America," Rev.
Jackson said.
It is demonstrations like this that are vital to our
democracy, if we ever wish to have one that represents us all.
Attention is garnered mostly through money and
means in this country by the sick system of capitalism that nurtures some of us and exploits most of
us. Their voice is the only resource of the masses;
their vigilant action, and enthusiastic spirit are the
only means the lesser of society can garner attention

tween the richest Americans and the poorest, and
the "banks exploitation of the common people."
Jackson said we must invest among the poorest as a

This is aggressively mistaken rhetoric. Essentially
this argwnent states, give the rich the breaks, give
the wealthiest the money, and they will distribute it

will always struggle to maintain. Demonstrations of
independence as this are not just a right, but a responsibility to our free society.

Jackson also addressed the widening gap be-

invested in their business and therefor the economy.

and occupy their part of the finite freedom people
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Eat well
to be well

BY ALEXA PRATIZ
STAFF REPORTER

Does that muffin top over your jeans bother you or do your thunder thighs make your
clothes too tight? Maybe you are already
a health conscious person and just want to
learn more about eating well.

PHOTO BY BIANCA GREENE

Obesity is on the rise and it is
essentia I that you know how
your body reacts to food and
what healthy foods to eat.
Guest Column

Democracy is not
a spectator sport
BY CONNIE SALYERS STONER
CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY DIRECTOR

In my last article I listed 6 threats to American
Democracy and the one I hope you'll prove wrong
is the decline in political participation, especially
among the youngest adults.
Democracy is not a spectator sport; it demands active participation of
its citizenry. You need to give time and attention to political news and
what our politicians are doing; particularly the decisions they are making
that impact you. For example the Ohio general assembly just voted in
Ohio's new Congressional and Ohio House and Senate districts; known
redistricting/apportionment.
This change was made without citizen input or time for our House and
Senate representatives to review it and give input. The process was not
open, transparent or accountable to us. The newly drawn districts will represent politicians self-interest not citizen voters' interest; not our interests.
Testimony taken in one redistricting committee hearing were citizens
representing a group - Ohio Campaign for Accountable Redistricting
(OCAR). This group advocated for a fair and balanced consideration when
redrawing Ohio's Congressional and Ohio House and Senate districts.
The Republican Party controls the Executive, Senate and House in Ohio
and they controlled the redistricting process and their results show:
• Political party continues to be the most important criteria for reapportionment.
• The number of competitive house and senate districts were reduced.
• Districts that are more unnaturally non-competitive; competitive politics works
for the public interest by encouraging candidate engagement and accountability.

• When districts are non-competitive the electoral process shuts out the voices
of the people.
• Appear to violate legal requirements as noted in the Ohio Revised code.
• The worst losers in this process have been the independent public.
A citizen shared his opinion by writing a letter to the editor about
Ohio's redistricting:
"Spirit of the law was trashed Re "Kasich to OK new districts," Sept.
22: I am troubled, but not surprised, by the Ohio redistricting plan approved by the Republican Statehouse and governor. In a state divided
nearly 50-50 in our political beliefs, this plan dilutes the inPuence of half
of Ohioans to about one-third while giving greater inpuence, by about
two-thirds, to the other half."
What has happened to the heart of democracy, exactly equal influence,
in Ohio? Shouldn't the Republicans who conspired to draw these lines,
giving unequal influence to their supporters, be embarrassed and overruled
by the judiciazy?
Their plan may, arguably, meet the letter of the law, but it sure trashes
the spirit. Isn't it time for some form of virtual districts, based on ideology
rather than geography? This could ensure my will is represented in the
legislature, regardless of where I live. "All men are created equal" - despite Ohio Republicans' shameful scheme to shut some of us out. - R. K.
JEWELL, SPRINGBORO
The strength of our democracy depends on citizens getting involved and
engaging our government.
Please contact me with your interest and ideas or just to chat about
political issues. Connie Stoner, csalyers@shawnee.edu

Eating healthy can help prevent problems like obesity. Head
of Shawnee State's Bears Den, Sodexo's Executive Chef,
Robert Stirling, wants Shawnee State students to stay fit and
healthy by having a balanced diet. Stirling has been in the food
industry since 1974 and has even worked for the United States
Senate as a baker.
Stirling has been working at Shawnee State for two years.
He has background education in nutrition and is cUITently
working towards the Certified Executive Chef exam, a professional recognition.
Stirling wants to remind students to not skip breakfast
because it is the most important meal of the day to get you
energized for class and other activities. "Eating breakfast gets
your metabolism going," Stirling says, adding, "Breakfast also
helps you keep off sugar the rest of the day."
"Have protein within the first half hour you wake up, about
30 grams of protein, about equal to two eggs," Stirling says.
Protein is something college students should have on a regular
basis. Stirling says it helps you stay full throughout the day. If
you had to eat one food evezy day, Stirling recommends eggs.
"Eggs have evezything you need to get vitamins and proteins to sustain a healthy diet," Stirling says.
Stirling says the kind of milk and other things you drink is
important too. "You only really need skim milk to get all your
nutrients, and stay away from whole milk to avoid extra calories you do not need.
"Choose coffee over energy drinks that contain lots of sugar
for your morning to-go drink," Stirling says. Energy drinks can
be harmful to the heart because of the excess sugar. Too much
sugar is a bad thing.
"Caffeine in moderation is a good stimulant," Stirling says.
If you do like drinking energy drinks, buy those drinks from a
health store, like GNC for example, so you can find the healthiest choice available.

"Start with salad before lunch and dinner," Stirling says. "It helps get you fuller
and you may not eat as much."
It is important to change up your salad so you do not get
tired of the same thing all the time, Stirling says. Tzy different
low fat dressings and toppings.
For lunch, "include a balance of as many fresh vegetables as
you can. A salad bar is a good place to start," he adds.
Of course, include protein in this meal if you can, to help
keep you full and limit your carbohydrate intake.
"Eat heavier at lunch than dinner," Stirling says. It is important
to eat a lot then so you have time to burn it off throughout the day.
Dinner is basically the same types of food as lunch, however,
do not eat as heavy for dinner. Include protein, veggies, fruit,
and limit carbohydrate intake.
Stirling says it is also important to ti)' and eat meals before
6 p.m. in the evening "It helps the body to recover and you
won't retain as much fat."
Between these three main meals, "Incorporate small healthy
snacks," Stirling says. Fruits like apples, grapes, and bananas
are easy to eat from class to class. Also, yogurt, sunflower
seeds, and cottage cheese are healthy snacks to eat at school in
the dorm or in class.
In addition to healthy snacks, be on a good vitamin regimen.
"Take multi-vitamins and especially Vitamin B to keep your
energy up," Stirling says.
If you have to resort to fast food, "Ask for a calorie count of
foods at the fast food place to compare menu items," Stirling
says. Try to choose the healthiest option available.
Finally, "College students should avoid too much sugar,
lots of carbohydrates, and processed foods," Stirling says.
Evezyone can make healthy choices, it is just up to the person
and how motivated they are to have a healthy diet.
Are you motivated to be healthy? Try these healthy eating tips
from Chef Stirling to develop more nourishing and wholesome
eating habits, and watch for positive results. You'll look better,
feel better, be a more focused and productive student, and be on
the fast track to staying healthy.

Issue 2 - balancing
the budget on the
backs of the working
and middle class
BY ADAM PHILLIPS
I
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Column
Adam is a senior at Shawnee State
University double majoring in
International Relations and History.
Phillips worked locally on the
campaign to put Issue 2 on the
ballet this November, which,
statewide, collected over a million
signatures. Most recently, Adam
was chosen along with a couple
dozen other students across the
state to represent We Are Ohio. As
the Student Representative for We
Are Ohio at Shawnee State Adam
has created original programing and
literature to inform students on
campus of important issues, help
student new to the area and
otherwise to register to vote, and
has generated the message of how
important the student voice and
action is here at Shawnee State and
in our greater democracy.

As we approach Election Day this
November 8th, many students might
be wondering why they should vote.
After all, there are no major senate,
governor, or presidential races taking
place in 2011. Many people don't think
that this off year election matters very
much, but it does. There is one very
important issue in this year's election,
one which dramatically affects every
Ohioan, and that is Issue 2, the referendum bill to repeal Senate Bi~l 5.
When SB 5 was signed into law by Gove~or I<asich
in the spring, it was met with very strong opposition because the law takes away the collective bargaining rights
for over 350,000 Ohio public employees. These are our
police officers and fire fighters; the ones we count on to
keep us safe. These are our teachers; the ones we rely on
to educate us and our children. These are our nurses who
work long hours making sure that when we need them
the most, they are there to help us.
Because the bill affects so many people and because
the bill is so unpopular, a petition drive was held over
the early part of the summer to repeal the bill. It was determined that 231,000 signatures were needed to repeal
the bill;--J..3 million signatures were ultimately submitted. The bill has now been made into Issue 2 on this
November's ballot and Ohioans have the chance to vote

•1

it down. A "No" vote will actually stop the bill from going into effect and restore collective bargaining rights to
Ohio's public employees. What is it about the bill that
makes it so unpopular though?
The bill takes away the ability for public employees to
bargain for their pension plans and health care benefits,
leaving the details to be decided by politicians. Governor
I<asich says that all he wants is for public employees to pay
their fair share so our state can balance its budget Ohio is
currently 44th of 50 states in per capita spending on government workers. State employees have taken a pay freeze
five times in 9 years. In the last contract, state employees
voluntarily made financial sacrifices that saved $250 million and an additional $100 million in health care costs.
The public employees have already paid their fair share.
At the same time he is telling the public employees to
take these cuts, he is offering $56 million in additional
tax breaks to corporations. SB 5 goes much further than
these cuts to our public employee benefits though.
It also takes away the ability for police officers and
firefighters to collectively bargain for things like safety
equipment and safe staffing levels, allowing local budgetary shortfalls to be made up at the expense of the
safety of our public servants and the expense of the
quality of our public services.
If our police officers and firefighters can't feel safe
doing their jobs, then how can they protect us?
Other provisions in SB 5 affect teachers. Under this
law, educators will not be able to bargain for class room
sizes or the amount and quality of teaching supplies they
are given. They are also going to be evaluated on the
quality of their students' standardized test scores. So,
teachers will be evaluated based on the quality of their
students' test scores, but at the same time will not be
given the tools to do their jobs effectively. This will create a revolving door of educators in and out of school
systems and in-and out of the state as teachers are let go
and replaced by less experienced teachers.
I am not saying that every school district will act the
same, but SB 5 ensures that local governments have the
.tools to sacrifice the quality of our public services and
quality of our public education first in their attempts to
balance the budget
·
Republican Senator 11m Grendell has said that SB 5
will also "undermine the ability to attract good teachers
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to Ohio," by not offering work environments necessary
to do so. This bill will severely reduce the quality of
education that Ohio is able to offer.
Governor I<asich has said that SB 5 will create jobs
and save the tax payers money. Between SB 5 and the
devastating budgetary cuts to local communities though,
the state will likely lose an estimated 51,000 jobs. Even
if SB 5 is passed this November 8th and the law went
into effect, it would not save the tax payers any money.
In fact it will cost the state millions in litigation lawsuits.
It is important to know that Issue 2, the repeal of
SB 5, is not a partisan issue. The bill only passed by
a margin of one vote. Six republican state senators vehemently opposed the bill, saying that it goes too far
and that the bill creates a "heads, I win; tails, you lose"
scenario for public employees while they attempt to bargain for benefits packages and professional necessities.
Senator Grendel! addressed the fiscal impact of the bill
and is quoted as saying that, ''based on [his] 30+ years of
legal experience, it is [his] opinion that SB 5, in its current fonn, will lead to costly litigation and labor strife.
It will lead to impasse rather than less costly dispute
resolutions."
Grendell also says that the wrongful termination
lawsuits which will take the place of collective bargaining grievance procedures, even if successful for
government-management, would be more expensive to
taxpayers than the savings incurred by abolishing collective bargaining.
Grendell concludes that, "It is extremely difficult to
see how the taxpayers will benefit from the ultimate impacts of SB5." It appears that Kasich's only impetus for
passing SB 5 is to break up public employee unions for
political reasons.
The greatest threat that SB 5 poses is the toll it will
take on the political voice of the working and middle
class. Without union organizing. the workers of this
country would be at the mercy of wealthy corporations
whose lobbying powers are well documented. SB 5 does
not affectively address our budget deficits, it does not
save tax payers money, it will cost us thousands of jobs,
and will sacrifice the quality of public services and public education that Ohioans receive. 1berefore I would
urge everyone, democratic, republican or independent
to vote No on Issue 2 this November 8th.
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Men's Basketball Preview

Mix of Leaders Looks to
Lead Men's Basketball to
Prom·ise Land
BYJACOBDOROW
STAFF
REPORTER

Remember when the Detroit
Pistons beat the Los Angeles
Lakers in the 2004 NBA Finals?
The "Bad Boys" of Detroit were
supposed to get a beat down but
ended up winning the Finals
with great teamwork and a mix
of great leadership.

PHOTO BY BIANCA GREENE

Coach Hamilton says he has a lot of
experience and maturity on this
year's team, and he looks to be the
sleeper team in a tough Mid-South
Conference.

That is what the 2011-2012 Shawnee State
men's basketball team will look to do. With a
mix of great leadership, the Bears will tty to
win a tough Mid-South Conference.
"We have some really good leaders and they
are all different, they all can learn from each
other from their strengths and weaknesses,"
Coach Jeff Hamilton said.
Hamilton, who will be entering his 10th season as head coach, will be searching for a mix
of his older players with more experience to
step-up this season and upset the conference.
"OUr returning guys that played some minutes last year are working different than some
of the new guys, they understand what they are
going to face," Hamilton said.
A big part of the Bears' success may be the
backcourt combination of Ian Nixon and Tyler
Boyles. Nixon will attempt to make an unforgettable return to the team in which he will look
to start at the point guard position again.
"Nixson sat out last year and it will be nice to
have him back, he staited at point for us since freshman year and he is our vocal leader, ''Hamilton said
Nixon's counterpart, Tyler Boyles, is now in
his junior year and will be pleased to see that
Nixon will be back at the point, allowing him to
move to his more natural position.

"Tyler Boyles is a super young man and Tyler
had to play out of position last year, playing the
point and his ability to lead by example and getting everyone on the same page," Hamilton said.
However, the Bears may not only have a
strong backcourt to rely on. The Bears will also
have a strong frontcourt as well. Tyler Morgan,
who has led the Bears in scoring for the past
two seasons, is working hard to have another
strong year for Coach Hamilton.
"Tyler Morgan works hard and guys really
look to him as a calming influence, he doesn't
yo-yo up and down, he is a good example on
the younger guys on how to prepare being very
calm," Hamilton said.
Luckily for Coach Hamilton he may have
a complete lineup of leadership; Mark Bryant
will play next to Morgan. He is coming off a
surgery over the summer but he will still be
very encouraging to his teammates.
"He talks a lot and keeps people in the right
mindset," Hamilton mentioned.
The hardest worker on the team may be the
senior, Alex Bruns. "He is a 3.9 math education
major and is a guy that on campus everyone
knows him," Hamilton said.
"Bruns has lost 60 pounds this summer. It is
very difficult to find anyone that worked harder
in the summer preparing for this year and that's
what you need in your senior, he is a super
young man," Hamilton said.
"Even with the great mix of leaders Coach
Hamilton has, he knows it will be a tough challenge ahead and he knows the first thing his
team must do in order to start out right. He
knows that defense wins championships."
"There are a lot of things we need to work on
to make this season a success and it starts with
our ability to defend. Hamilton said. We need
guys to buy in and have more pride I think that

should allow for us to be more consistent."
The men's basketball team will look to rebound
from a 9-21 season a year ago in which was their
first in the newly tough Mid-South Conference.
"Teams are deeper and the thing is there are
a lot more transfers," Hamilton said.
The league is deep, Pikeville who finished
third in t!te league last year, won the National
Championship and they didn't make the conference finals. The competition is better and there
are a lot of transfers in this league.
"There is tremendous depth in the league and
great talent and Pikeville had two divisions-I
transfers that helped carry them to a National
Championship," Hamilton said.
Hamilton will have his own transfers this
year to help his team. Jeremy Bennington and
Duane Brown will be Hamilton's transfers and
will be looked upon for their past experience.
"I think their experience and maturity levels
will be big for us this year, "Hamilton said.
The league right now is not wide open but
Hamilton will look for his team to be the sleeper. In order for that to happen the Bears will
have to go through teams such as Georgetown
(who has a new coach), Pikeville, Rio Grande,
Cumberland's, and St. Catherine.
Playing in a tough conference, however, may
benefit Shawnee.
"If you don't show up, you're going to get
your doors blown off and that's the way it is and
that's the way it should be," Hamilton said.
With the season right around the comer,
Hamilton is fired up as anyone and he should
be with a great group of leaders and transfers,
Coach Hamilton is ready to go.
"I am excited about the challenges and that's
the thing, if you're not excited about that and it
doesn't get your blood boiling then you need to
find something else to do," Hamilton said.

Blackburn helps lead Copperheads
to unforgettable season

BY JACOB DOROW

STAFF REPORTER

He is a full-time student, an assistant coach, a father, a former semi-professional baseball
player and recently has helped lead the Southern Ohio Copperheads to one of their most
successful seasons ever. That's a short summary of Bruce Blackbum; a man whose long
time goal and dream is to be a head coach.
J

''I want to be able to coach at the college
level, I like to teach, and like the adminisnative side of sports," Blackburn said
After high school Bruce played semiprofessional baseball as a catcher. He
did not get drafted however because
they did not do drafts back in his day.
The league was played in Wheeling,
Ohio and it was a low A organization.
Bruce played as a catcher for two years.
"It was not uncommon for a scout to call
you up that has seen you play and say hey
man you want to play?'' Blackburn said
Bruce was also a business man; he owned
his own business that begun in 1997. It
was called Express way truck and trailer
in Waverly, Ohio, but for Bruce it was almost too much for him to do all at once.
Bruce was a full-time student, a coach
and owned his own business.
"This past summer we were able to
sell that business so I am in a semi-retired life," Blackbum said.

Once Bruce finishes his Bachelor's
degree at Shawnee he plans on taking a
Master's course through Ohio University.
"Hopefully in the end I have a marketable skill, "Blackbum said.
That marketable skill sure is getting
better with the more coaching Blackbum
does, and this summer he sure had a suecessful summer in wooong toward his
goal. Bruce was an assistant coach for the
Southern Ohio Copperheads in Athens,
Ohio who play in the Great Lakes League.
"That was a genuinely fantastic experience," Blackbum said.
Coach Moore, who is an assistant for
Shawnee State's baseball team, landed
the head coaching job for the Copperheads over the summer. Bruce was
interested in being an assistant and
Coach Moore brought him aboard.
"I worked with the hitters and catchers for the team," Blackbum said.
The league consists of a lot of 0-1

baseball players which are leaning toward getting drafted. The Copperheads
play at Wren Stadium at Ohio University. The Copperheads play in the Great
Lakes league and compete with 9 other
teams in the league.
"We see a pretty good level of cornpetition out there," Blackbum said.
Ohio University takes very good
care of the Copperheads as well. Ohio
University gives them a charter bus to
travel, their own driver and the venue is
run by students such as concessions and
media, which is all paid through Ohio
University.
"OUr average traveling distance is
125 miles for games," Blackbum said.
Bruce also helped led the Copperheads to one of their best seasons ever.
''We set club records for most wins in a
season, we won our first division championship in team history," Blackbum said.
The reason may have been behind the

coaching of Coach Moore and Blackbum.
''We were able to take on the personality of Coach Moore and I of a more
aggressive style of play and playing the
way we asked them to," Blackbum said.
The Copperheads finished with 29
wins and only 13 loses. A big part of
that season's success was current baseball player for Shawnee State, Austin
Dunfee, who was used as a shutdown
reliever. He finished the season with an
ERA at 0.48 in 12 game appearances.
"He was lights out and had a minuscule ERA for a guy who everybody
overlooked, he is starting to come into
his own," Blackbum said.
The Copperheads also had Alex
Taku who transferred to Shawnee State
from Lee University and Cody Gibson
who transferred to Shawnee State from
Morehead State.
"They played very good; Alex was a
good starting pitcher for us. There were
times his stuff was unhittable. Cody was
a late inning guy for us and always did a
good job," Blackbum said.
Bruce enjoyed his time over the
summer and he plans on returning with
Coach Moore next year.

"My favorite thing about the summer
was the game day atmosphere, it was
very much like a minor league park, the
fans were fantastic," Blackbum said.
"It is a professionally run organization which was good for the guys and
myself," Blackbum said.
With coaching in his sights for the remaining of his career Bruce Blackbum
enjoys every minute of it and is using
every experience possible to reach his
long time goals.
"In sports it's a network thing, who
you know, and who knows you, and it
will help me in a networking standpoint;
and the experience I can't replace,"
Blackburn said.
For Bruce he will continue to work
toward his goal and nothing will get
in his way.
"There is nothing better than on
opening day, you run your team out
onto the field and they play the national
anthem, and the stands are full of fans
with people cheering; there is nothing
better than that. That is what it is all
about," Blackbum said.
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Women's
Basketball is
aiming for another
Year of Success
BY AMYL. SALVATORE
STAFF SPORTS REPORTER

Last year, the women's basketball team made
it to the Fab Four in the NAIA Division I
National Tournament. This year, Coach
Robin Hagen-Smith plans on competing in
the tournament and advancing to the national
championship. It is hard to get non-conference schools to come play the Shawnee State
Bears at home. The first month of the 20112012 Season the women's basketball team
will be traveling on the road.
Last year, women's basketball changed their conferences
from the American Midwest Conference to the Mid-South
Conference in which they had a winning record of 27-10.
Coach Hagen said there is more depth, and more talented,
skilled basketball players that are faster, stronger and quicker.
In practice, Coach Hagen-Smith likes to focus on fundamentals and overall skills. Consistency is the key to success. Coach
.Hagen-Smith wants the players to work hard and understand
the level of intensity to compete.
The teams' strengths and weaknesses still need to be uncovered; "That's what practices are for," Coach Hagen-Smith
said. One of their noticeable strengths is their quickness. The
team's toughest challenge heading into the season is "for players to play within their roles and making sure they are prepared
for game day," Coach Hagen-Smith said. Also, there are three
student athletes involved in other sports. Alison Nagle plays
soccer. and Alex Pohl and Devan Scarberry play volleyball, but
they attend both practices. Each of these players gives a high
level of determination and devotion to the game.
"Our GPA is up and there are high expectations in the classroom. The number one thing is to have our players graduate in
four years," Coach Hagen-Smith said.
Basketball is a team sport in which Coach Hagen-Smith is
not depending on one or two people to carry the team. "There is

SSU women's basketball team celebrating win in last year's Division I national tournament.

good chemistry with this team and I do not want to rely on one
person to be a star. If you look at the previous scoring records the
scores are consistent among the players. Each player has a role
to present a balanced offense. The more people you have scoring
the harder it is to guard. Pick your poison," she said.
Abby Ballman and the juniors will be the go to girls for
leadership this season, Hagen-Smith said. Ballman has .gained .
a lot of experience in the past four years; she has a perfect season, a National Runner Up, a Sweet Sixteen, and a Fab Four
appearance. This is a tremendous advantage.
"There are so many opportunities to flourish in the system.
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Someone will step up this year whether it is off the bench or a
starter but I don't know who yet," Coach Hagen-Smith said.
Hagen-Smith said that women's basketball needs to hype
up their first home game and they need the student body of
Shawnee State to help. They play a double header on Dec. 1,
against Campbellsville University, which won the conference
in the 2010s2011 Season.
During the game there will be cash prize giveaways. It is a
$100 for a Bear buck raffle ticket and the grand prize is $10,000.
Coach Hagen-Smith has more details on this fundraiser.

SSU athletics welcomes new head coach
for the women's volleyball team

BY AMYL. SALVATORE
STAFF SPORTS REPORTER

Susan Shelton is the head coach for the 2011
women's volleyball team and is excited for
. her debut season at the collegiate level.
Jessica Winkelman, a junior at Shawnee State and a captain
of the volleyball team, said a lot has changed since Shelton has
stepped in as head coach. Coach Shelton picked the captains,
Wmkelman and Shaye Berry, based on their work ethic and
leadership ability.
"Practices have been great and the team chemistry has been
awesome this entire year so far," Winkelman said.
Last season Shelton served as assistant coach under Coach
Kristy Kamer and helped lead the team to the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics national tournament. This year
she plans to continue the tradition by defending the Mid-South
Conference title and compete in the national tournament again.
Coach Shelton has been coaching high school volleyball
since 1991, winning many awards. She was named All-Area
and All-Cardinal District Coach of the Year in 2001. After that
season, Coach Shelton stopped to spend more time with her
family but, returned as head volleyball coach in 2005 at West
Union High School.
"I missed the game. It is challenging and rewarding at the
same time," she said.
In 2010, Shelton saw that Shawnee was looking for an assistant coach for the 2010-2011 season. "I did not picture myself
coaching at the collegiate level but, I was curious so I decided
to apply for the position."
Coach Shelton played volleyball throughout college at

Shepherds University in Shepherdstown, West Vrrginia; she
was a four-year varsity starter. She received all-conference
recognition her freshman and senior years. Currently, she is
working at Valley High School as a physical education teacher.
Her P.E. teaching experience prepared her to be successful at
the collegiate level. "I want to help other players learn and love
the game just like I did."
Shelton's coaching philosophy is to have a positive attitude
and a good work ethic. "As the players walk off the court, I
expect them to come back on the court the next day being one
step better than the day before," Shelton stated.
A typical week of practice consists of a lot of drills. Coach
Shelton's practice philosophy is to take what happened from
the previous game and apply it to practice. She identifies what
went wrong and how to improve.
"Susan does a great job of making practices serious and
challenging, but is also always willing to take the time and
discuss any problems one of us may be having, whether it be
volleyball related or personal issues. This is a great attribute
she carries because she is not only someone we look up to and
respect but she is someone we can always tum to if we are going through a rough time," Winkelman said.
Throughout all her years of coaching high school volleyball Shelton said she liked coaching college athletics the best.
"Even though I only have been in the atmosphere for two years
I noticed that the girls are willing to step up to the challenge
and play hard."
If Coach Shelton would change anything about this season, she would wish for a longer pre-season. She only had the
players for a week before the team played in the tournament

"As the players walk off the court,
I expect them to come back on
the court the next day being one
step better than the day before."

at Indiana to kick off the season. It was tough competing with
only a week of practice.
As defenders of the MSC Title this year Coach Shelton said
she will focus on a more balanced offense compared to last
year. "The team is able to run a variety of offensive sets and
there are plenty of girls to hit this year," she said.
"Susan benefits this team in defending the MSC title by
being a great role model for our team and always keeping us
motivated to be the best we can be. Each week she tailors our
practices in a way that will best prepare us for our upcoming
competition and reach our overall goal of winning our conference," Winkelman said.
Coach Shelton loves the Shawnee State atmosphere and
would like to continue her coaching career here. She believes
the staff and administration are very helpful. Not only does
Coach Shelton wish to continue coaching volleyball but she
plans on completing her masters here at Shawnee State as an
intervention specialist.

Athletic history on the
bank of the Ohio River
BY JORDAN MAIER

A lot of times locals look for
history to be made in bigger
cities such as New York City
or Washington D.C. but history happens everywhere.
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UIS to upgrade
•

campus internet
BY ALICIA MCGLAUGHLIN, STAFF REPORTER

Imagine a day at college without internet. Without the efforts of University Housing and
University Infonnation Services (UIS), you would not have the capability to get online and
research a topic for your upcoming paper, access your favorite social networking site, email
your teacher for the reasons you were not in class, or use you Xbox to stream Netflix movies.
For the 952 students living on campus, access to the internet either wirelessly or through a wired connection (also called
patch cords), a plan is required. These plans come in a variety
of rufferent speeds.
The university plan provided for students includes both, but
the certain speed and capability that the wireless contains is put
into a "bucket" from which all the computers in a particular
building are allowed to connect.
When you use your laptop and connect wirelessly to the
"bucket" you take out a percentage of the internet that is being
used. When evetyone on in your building is using the wireless
network at the same time or you decide to watch Keyboard Cat
on YouTube, the internet will slow down or worse, you will
become disconnected from the internet. Students on campus
are running into these problems when connected wirelessly.
Students on campus are petitioning this problem and the
problem of not being able to connect their favorite gaming
console to the network. Some are even taking matters into their
own hands, purchasing their own internet from an outside company, and sometimes paying upwards of $40.
"My roommates and I chose to get internet on our own
[from Tune Warner), and we are happy with it, but if changes
were made we would possibly come back to the school supplied internet," said junior, Jesse Faircloth.
Housing and UIS recently had a meeting where they discussed upgrades to the current internet system on campus.

"Technology is continually changing and we constantly need
to look into rufferent options to provide for those who live on
campus," said Bill Rockwell, Assistant Director of Student
Housing.
UIS is currently writing up a proposal for upgrades totaling
around $50,000. The cost of these upgrades will be absorbed
by the housing fee that is charged to on-campus students.
Another issue that was ruscussed at the meeting was the delivety of patch cords to evety student living on campus. "If the
residents were to connect their computers and personal devices
with a wired connection to the internet, the wireless internet
situation would drastically improve,'' Rockwell said.
Doug Parsley, Support Technician in UIS, said, "People use
wireless for everything, and that's really to your disadvantage,
and your neighbors', when you are using devices that require a
lot of band width."
Parsley said a lot of slow or dropped internet that students
experience could be avoided simply by "plugging in." He said
that data ports are available in campus housing to connect online and it is recommended that those who are using Netfiix,
gaming online, or streaming any kind of video should connect
their consoles or laptops to these ports rather than using the
convenience of wireless.
"This isn't going to be an immediate change; it's going to take
time, maybe months," said Rockwell. However, for those of you
living on-campus know that a faster internet is coming.

Here in Portsmouth, Shawnee State
has a baseball field named after one of
the most historic men from America's
greatest pastime. Branch Rickey Park is
located next to historic Spartan Staruum
on the bank of the Ohio River.
Branch Rickey isn't a name that most
people would know in comparison to
other famous people. Although he only
played a few years in professional baseball, he still left his mark by signing
the first major league African American player, Jackie Robinson. This was
a memorable game changer in Major
League Baseball and mostly what rustinguishes Rickey's legacy today.
Having a black player was frowned
upon until a little after 1945, when
Rickey signed Jackie Robinson to play
for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Although
there wasn't a rule banning black players in the MLB, there was an unwritten
rule that no manager should sign a black
player to play for his team.
Signing Jackie Robinson wasn't
Rickey's only memorable deed as a
manager. He drafted Roberto Clemente,
who was the first Hispanic player to

play in the Major Leagues, and he introduced the batting helmet which made a
huge impact on the game.
Rickey was born in Stockdale Ohio
and his career began in college playing
as a catcher for Ohio Wesleyan University which is located in Delaware Ohio.
He ended up playing a season for the
New York Highlanders, before quitting because his batting and fielding
was sub-par. An opposing team stole 13
bases against Ricky in one game; the record still remains to this day.
After spending some time with managing and recruiting, he decided to call
it quits in 1955 due to health problems,
but his contributions helped the Pittsburg Pirates to a World Series in 1960.
Rickey became a public speaker in his
later years. He collapsed in the middle
of a speech in Columbia, Missouri as
he was being elected into the Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame. He stated "I can't
continue" and was hospitalized. He rued
a month later December 9, 1965.
After being elected into the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1967, indicted into the St
Louis Walk of Fame in 1997, and in 2009
elected into the College Baseball Hall of
Fame, Ricky's legacy still lives on. A part
of US 23 is now devoted to him; all the
Hall of Fame honors, and having Shawnee State's vety own baseball field named
after him, has shown that he made a big
impact on the game of baseball and his
legend will live forever.

SSU Day of Action
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to repeal the bill. Over a million signatures were gathered across the state over the summer
to get SB 5 put on the November 8, 2011 general election ballot in the state of Ohio as a
veto referendum, also known as the Ohio Collective Bargaining Limit Repeal This veto
referendum of SB 5 will appear as Issue 2 on the Ohio general election ballot, which in effect
gives the people of Ohio the rurect vote to pass or repeal SB 5, in the truest exhibition of
democracy that our system of government can display in regards to creating laws.
In order for the Veto referendum to be successful a "No" vote on Issue 2 is required,
and SB 5 will be repealed. This measure would repeal legislation that limits collective
bargaining for public employees in the state.
SB 5 will impact the state's 400,000 public worlters, restricting their ability to strike
and collectively bargain. As it stands, the bill would only permit public employees to
collectively bargain for wages, preventing them from collectively bargaining for health
insurance and pensioos. It would also prohibit all public employees from striking and
could increase employee contributions for pensions and healthcare. Most notably, SB 5
prevents unions from charging "fair share" dues to employees who opt out
According to one of We Are Ohio's pamphlets, SB 5 is "an unfair attack on the
rights of police officers, fire fighters, nurses, teachers, and all other public employees.
It takes away their ability to bargain for safety issues and allows middle class wages
and benefits to be gutted, but contains a loophole for politicians and upper managers
in government-giving them a free pass."
For more infonnation on volunteer opportunities for We Are Ohio, contact SSU's We
Are Ohio Student Representative Adam Philips, or visit http://www.weareohio.com/.

Student workers love the Women's Center
BY HEATHER CLIFTON
STAFF REPORTER
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Emmee Eaton, of Wheelersburg. daughter of Jonathan and Amanda Eaton, a
student at Shawnee State University's Children's Learning Center, is stacking
blocks to test her visual motor skills at the Third Annual Healthy Cubs
Pre-School Health and Safety Fair at Shawnee State University. One hundred
thirty Scioto County preschool children participated in the event. Educational
stations were set up throughout the gymnasium including: fire prevention
and safety, hand washing. Halloween safety and dental health.

When looking for a job many students look
for the jobs that are available around campus. Some students are lucky enough to find
a job they love. Crystal Carver a student
worker at the Women's Center for four semesters, says that "I love working here; it's a
good job because it's not just a job, we don't
just sell stuff, but we make a difference."
Carver's career goal is to start as a substitute teacher then to
become a high school language arts teacher. Carver says that
working at the Women's Center helps her with career goals, "it
lets me see the feminist prospect in literature, and the rufferent
aspects of literature."

The Women's Center's My Sister' itseH is important to
her. "It makes an impact, knowing that I am not alone and that
people that are like me have my back," Carver says.
Recently, Carver helped manage The Women's Center's My
Sister's Closet sale of gently used donated clothes. Proceeds
from the sale go toward the SSU Mobile Health Unit and to the
Pike County Domestic Violence Center.
Senior Christina Jones has enjoyed her first year of working
at the Women's Center. "I love the Women's Center because
it's a friendly atmosphere with exciting things to look forward
to. The Women's Center is a place were I can voice my opinion ... and know that it matters," Jones said. Jones, an English
major and a women's sturues minor plans to become a professor and a women's literature writer. "Working at the Women's
Center helps me understand women's issues and to better represent women,'' Jones said.

